Personal Study
(1) Read Mark 3:7-12. By this point in the book of Mark, what
patterns do you see emerging in Jesus’ public ministry?

(2) Read Mark 3:13-19. Do a cross-check with Luke 6:12-16 and
Matthew 10:1-8. What is unique to Mark’s telling of this story?2
What conclusion can you draw from Mark’s unique emphasise

(3) Read Mark 3:20-21 and Acts 1:13-14. What do you think
changed the family of Jesus from critics to disciples?

(4) Read Mark 3:22-30. Mark sandwiches this story inside the

narrative about Jesus' family. How does this confrontation with
the teachers from Jerusalem help the reader understand Jesus’
opposition from His family2

Personal Application
(1) What do you need to adjust in your schedule so that “being
with Jesus” can be a priority for you?

(2) What happens in your personal, family, and professional life
when you stop finding time to “be with Jesus”?

(3) How has your call to follow Jesus created conflict with friends
and family in your life¢2 How have you worked through that
tension?e

(4) What steps can you take this week to center your identity in
your relationship with Jesus?

(5) Read Mark 3:28-30 and 1 Timothy 1:13-14. Paul describes
himself as a blasphemer before his conversion. What about
Paul's work before his conversion (Acts 8:1-3 and Gal 1:13-14)
would be considered blasphemy?

(5) What personal accomplishments and backgrounds are you
tempted to boast ine How can you keep those from leading
you to feel superior to others in the body of Christe

(6) Read Mark 3:31-35. What words are repeated the most in
these five verses? What is important about that?

(6) What is God saying to you through your study of this passage
this week?2 What does He want you to learn and to change?




Extra Notes:

How to Begin a Relationship with God

To begin a personal relationship with God, please consider these four
fundamental truths from the Bible:

(1) God loves you and wants you to enjoy a forever relationship with
Him. (John 3:16)

(2) Failure to live up to God'’s standard of holy perfection (sin) has
resulted in separation from God that will last forever for everyone
who does not believe. (Romans 3:23, 6:23)

(3) To solve the problem of sin that separates you from God, God sent
His Son, Jesus Christ, to pay the penalty for your sin by dying on the
cross. (1 Peter 3:18)

(4) Everyone who makes a personal decision to trust in Jesus Christ
alone as their Savior from sin receives forgiveness from sin and
enters God'’s forever family. (John 1:12)

If you want fo make the decision today to begin a relationship with
God, you can express your faith in Christ by personally praying the
following:

“Father, thank You for loving me and wanting a relationship with me. |
admit that | have sinned and that | need a Savior. | believe that Your
Son, Jesus, died on the cross to pay for my sins. | frust Jesus alone as

my Savior. Thank You for making me part of your family.”

If you made a decision today to trust in Jesus as your Savior, let us know
by indicating on the communication card OR by telling a pastor or
elder. We want the opportunity to rejoice with you and help you take
your first steps in this new relationship.
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Textual Explanation:

Mark 3:7-19; Jesus calls His followers out of the crowd to be
Him, then sends them out to be Him.

Mark 3:20-35; Jesus’ true family is not determined by
or , but by to Jesus and to
God’s will.

Theological Principle:
God is building a new family centered in
with Jesus.

So What?2 Living like Jesus flows from being with Jesus.
How can we “be with Jesus"2

1) Jesus alone for

2) Center your in Jesus.

3) Order your around Jesus.
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