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How to Begin a Relationship with God 
 
To begin a personal relationship with God, please consider these four 
fundamental truths from the Bible: 
 

(1) God loves you and wants you to enjoy a forever relationship with 
Him. (John 3:16) 

(2) Failure to live up to God’s standard of holy perfection (sin) has 
resulted in separation from God that will last forever for everyone 
who does not believe.  (Romans 3:23, 6:23) 

(3) To solve the problem of sin that separates you from God, God sent 
His Son, Jesus Christ, to pay the penalty for your sin by dying on the 
cross.  (1 Peter 3:18) 

(4) Everyone who makes a personal decision to trust in Jesus Christ 
alone as their Savior from sin receives forgiveness from sin and 
enters God’s forever family.  (John 1:12) 

 

If you want to make the decision today to begin a relationship with 
God, you can express your faith in Christ by personally praying the 
following: 
 

“Father, thank You for loving me and wanting a relationship with me.  I 
admit that I have sinned and that I need a Savior.  I believe that Your 
Son, Jesus, died on the cross to pay for my sins.  I trust Jesus alone as 

my Savior.  Thank You for making me part of your family.” 
 

If you made a decision today to trust in Jesus as your Savior, let us know 
by indicating on the communication card OR by telling a pastor or 
elder.  We want the opportunity to rejoice with you and help you take 
your first steps in this new relationship. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Disciple – Jesus’ Parables #1   Mark 4:1-20 
 
Textual Explanation:  
Mark 4:1-9; The Parable of the Four Soils 
 
 
 
Mark 4:10-12; The Sandwich 
 
 
 
Mark 4:13-20; The Parable Explained 
 
 
 
 
Theological Pr inciples:  
(1) God’s Role: unless God _________ our eyes and ears by 

__________, we will not see the _____________ of Christ or 
understand our ___________ for the gospel. 

 
(2) Our Responsibility: to be ______________ for the Word of 

God. 
 
So What?  Practical Implications… 
As the Planter: 
• Spread _____________ & _______________ 
 
• ________________________ to God 
 
As the Soil: 
• Cut the _______________ 
 
• Establish _________________ 
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Personal Study 
(1) Read Mark 4:1-9.  Jesus used an agricultural story in the first 
century to teach people about the kingdom of God.  If you 
were re-writing this parable for today’s non-agricultural society, 
how would you write it?  ______________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 
(2) Read Mark 4:10-12 and Isaiah 6:9-10.  What part of Isaiah 
does Jesus leave out in Mark 4?  What significance does this 
omission have?  ______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
(3) Read Mark 4:13-20.  Write down the different characters 
we’ve met so far in the gospel of Mark.  Then assign to each of 
them the type of soil that best describes their response to Jesus. 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________    
(4) Read 1 Corinthians 3:5-9.  Give three reasons that it is 
important to remember that though we plant the seed, God is 
the one who gives the growth: ________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________  
(5) Read 1 Corinthians 2:6-8.  Why is the message of the cross 
(and therefore the gospel) regarded as foolishness by the world?  
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________  
(6) Read Matthew 13:1-23.  Writes down the differences you see 
in Matthew’s telling of this story from Mark’s telling: _____________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________  
 

 
 
Personal Application 
(1) Who have you stopped sharing the gospel with because of 
frustration and what would it take to encourage you to start 
sharing with them again? _____________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________  
(2) Why is it so hard to leave the results of evangelism to God?  
______________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
(3) What kind of soil do you most relate to in Jesus’ parable and 
why?  ________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________  
(4) What noise in your life is keeping you from effectively hearing 
God’s voice?  What practical steps can you take this week to be 
a better listener?  _____________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
(5) How deep are your roots spiritually?  How can we discern 
how deep our roots go? ______________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 
(6) Why is it important to give God total credit for our salvation 
rather than trying to take credit for it? _________________________ 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 
(7) What is God saying to you through your study of this passage 
this week?  What does He want you to learn and to change? 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 

 


